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Religious Education at Hawksworth Wood Primary School 
 

The Religious Education curriculum at Hawksworth Wood Primary School is designed to support children in developing their understanding of the world’s 
religions along with the impact it has on the lives of believers and non-believers. We follow the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education for Bradford, 

Calderdale, Kirklees and Leeds: Believing and Belonging in West Yorkshire, which is a discussion-based approach.  

Religious Education should help young people to understand and articulate their own opinions about religion and world views. It helps them comprehend that 
not everyone feels the same as them, but teaches them to see other people`s points of view as well. The children are encouraged to develop and share their 

viewpoints in polite and courteous ways.  

Through our curriculum, we explore the children’s own understanding of religion and teach significant theological concepts. Through this syllabus we focus on 
specific core religions at each key stage: Christianity and Islam from KS1, adding Sikhism and Judaism at KS2. In addition, other (non-religious) world views are 

included as part of the curriculum at each Key Stage. We also still study aspects of other faiths and worldviews and have the flexibility within this scheme to 

respond to local needs and circumstances.  
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EYFS – Progression of Religious Education 

o Pupils should encounter religions and worldviews 

through special people, books, times, places, and 
objects 

o Talk about the lives of people around them and 
their roles in society 

o Think about religions and understand that some 

places are special to members of their community 
 

o Recognise and identify some religious 

artefacts/events/stories e.g. story of Rama and Sita 
for Diwali  

o Get to know and use appropriate words to talk 
about thoughts and feelings  

o Give example links to their own lives  

o Know some similarities and differences between 
things in the past and the present 
 

o Share and record occasions when things have 

happened in their own lives e.g. attending a 
wedding/christening/birthday 

o Say why something is special 
o Retell a simple story orally that is linked to a 

festival/celebration e.g. Christmas Story 

 

Vocabulary 

Celebrate, believe, special, prayer, festival, worship, God, Names of festivals – Diwali, Christmas, Hanukkah, Easter  
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Year One – Progression of Religious Education 

Before embarking on this progression of skills, children should be secure in all expectations of EYFS 

Thinking about religion and belief Pupils: Enquiring, investigating and interpreting  Beliefs and teachings (what people believe)  

o Recall features of religious, spiritual and moral 
stories and other forms of religious expression 

o Recognise and name features of religions and 
beliefs 

o Identify what they find interesting and puzzling in life 
o Recognise symbols and other forms of religious 

expression.  
 

o Recount outlines of some religious stories.  

Practices and lifestyles (what people do)  Expression and language (how people express 

themselves) 

Identity and experience (making sense of who we 

are) 

o Recognise features of religious life and practice o Recognise some religious symbols and words  o Identify aspects of own experience and feelings, in 
religious material studied 
 

Meaning and purpose (making sense of life)  Values and commitments (making sense of right 

and wrong) 

o Identify things they find interesting or puzzling, in 
religious materials studied 

 

o Identify what is of value and concern to 
themselves, in religious material studied  

Vocabulary 

Celebrate, believe, special, prayer, festival, worship, God, Church, Mosque, Prophet, Names of festivals – Diwali, Christmas, Hanukkah, Easter   
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Year Two – Progression of Religious Education 

Before embarking on this progression of skills, children should be secure in all expectations of EYFS and Year One 

Thinking about religion and belief Pupils: Enquiring, investigating and interpreting  Beliefs and teachings (what people believe)  

o Retell religious, spiritual and moral stories 

o Identify how religion and belief are expressed in 
different ways 

o Identify similarities and differences in features of 
religions and beliefs 

o Recognise that some questions about life are 

difficult to answer  
o Ask questions about their own and others’ feelings 

and experiences 
o Identify possible meanings for symbols and other 

forms of religious expression  
o Investigate possible meaning for symbols and other 

forms of religious expression 
 

o Retell religious stories and identify some religious 

beliefs and teachings 

Practices and lifestyles (what people do)  Expression and language (how people express 

themselves) 

Identity and experience (making sense of who we 

are) 

o Identify some religious practices, and know that 
some are characteristic of more than one religion 

o Suggest meanings in religious symbols, language 
and stories 

o Respond sensitively to the experiences and feelings 
of others, including those with a faith 
 

Meaning and purpose (making sense of life)  Values and commitments (making sense of right 

and wrong) 

o Realise that some questions that cause people to 

wonder are difficult to answer 

o Respond sensitively to the values and concerns of 

others, including those with a faith, in relation to 
matters of right and wrong 
 

Vocabulary 

Celebrate, believe, special, prayer, festival, worship, God, Church, Mosque, Prophet, Names of festivals – Diwali, Christmas, Hanukkah, Easter   
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Year Three – Progression of Religious Education 

Before embarking on this progression of skills, children should be secure in all expectations of Key Stage One 

Thinking about religion and belief Pupils: Enquiring, investigating and interpreting  Beliefs and teachings (what people believe)  

o Make links between beliefs, stories and practices 

o Identify the impacts of beliefs and practices   
o Identify similarities and differences between 

religions and beliefs 

o Investigate and connect thoughts of religions and 

beliefs 
o Ask significant questions about religions and beliefs 
o Describe and suggest meanings for symbols and 

other forms of religious expression 
 

o Describe some religious beliefs and teachings of 

religions studied, and their importance 

Practices and lifestyles (what people do)  Expression and language (how people express 

themselves) 

Identity and experience (making sense of who we 

are) 

o Describe how some features of religions studied are 
used or exemplified in festivals and practices 

o Make links between religious symbols, language 
and stories and the beliefs or ideas that underlie 
them 

o Compare aspects of their own experiences and 
those of others, identifying what influences their 
lives 
 

Meaning and purpose (making sense of life)  Values and commitments (making sense of right 

and wrong) 

o Compare their own and other people's ideas about 
questions that are difficult to answer 

o Make links between values and commitments, 
including religious ones, and their own attitudes or 
behaviour 
 

Vocabulary 

Celebrate, believe, special, prayer, festival, worship, God, Church, Mosque, Prophet, Muslim, Islam, Christian, Covenant, Guru, Sikh  
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Year Four – Progression of Religious Education 

Before embarking on this progression of skills, children should be secure in all expectations of Key Stage One and Year Three 

Thinking about religion and belief Pupils: Enquiring, investigating and interpreting  Beliefs and teachings (what people believe)  

o Comment on the connections between questions, 
beliefs, values and practices 

o Describe the impact of beliefs and practices on 
individuals, groups and communities 

o Describe similarities and differences within and 
between religions and beliefs 

o Gather, select, and organise ideas about religion 
and belief 

o Suggest answers to some questions raised by the 
study of religions and beliefs 

o Suggest meanings for a range of forms of religious 
expression, using appropriate vocabulary 
 

o Describe the key beliefs and teachings of the 
religions studied, connecting them accurately with 

other features of the religions, making some 
comparisons between religions 

Practices and lifestyles (what people do)  Expression and language (how people express 

themselves) 

Identity and experience (making sense of who we 

are) 

o Show understanding of the ways of belonging to 
religions and what these involve 

o Show, using technical terminology, how religious 
beliefs, ideas and feelings can be expressed in a 
variety of forms, giving meanings for some symbols, 
stories and language 
 

o Ask questions about the significant experiences of 
key figures from religions studied and suggest 
answers from own and others' experiences, 
including believers 

Meaning and purpose (making sense of life)  Values and commitments (making sense of right 

and wrong) 

o Ask questions about puzzling aspects of life and 
experiences and suggest answers, making 
reference to the teaching of religions studied 

o Ask questions about matters of right and wrong 
and suggest answers that show understanding of 
moral and religious issues 
 

Vocabulary 

Celebrate, believe, special, prayer, festival, worship, God, Church, Mosque, Prophet, Muslim, Islam, Christian, Covenant, Guru, Sikh  
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Year Five – Progression of Religious Education 

Before embarking on this progression of skills, children should be secure in all expectations of Key Stage One and Lower Key Stage Two 

Thinking about religion and belief Pupils: Enquiring, investigating and interpreting  Beliefs and teachings (what people believe)  

o Explain connections between questions, beliefs, 
values and practices in different belief systems 

o Recognise and explain the impact of beliefs and 
ultimate questions on individuals and communities  

o Explain how and why differences in belief are 
expressed 

 

o Suggest lines of enquiry to address questions raised 
by the study of religions and beliefs 

o Suggest answers to questions raised by the study of 
religions and beliefs, using relevant sources and 
evidence 

o Recognise and explain diversity within religious 
expression, using appropriate concepts 
 

o Explain how some beliefs and teachings are shared 
by different religions and how they make a 

difference to the lives of individuals and 
communities 

Practices and lifestyles (what people do)  Expression and language (how people express 

themselves) 

Identity and experience (making sense of who we 

are) 

o Explain how selected features of religious life and 
practice make a difference to the lives of 
individuals and communities 
 

o Explain how some forms of religious expression are 
used differently by individuals and communities 

o Make informed responses to questions of identity 
and experience in the light of their learning 

Meaning and purpose (making sense of life)  Values and commitments (making sense of right 

and wrong) 

o Make informed responses to questions of meaning 
and purpose in the light of their learning 

o Make informed responses to people's values and 
commitments (including religious ones) in the light 
of their learning 
 

Vocabulary 

Celebrate, believe, special, prayer, festival, worship, God, Church, Mosque, Prophet, Muslim, Islam, Christian, Covenant, Guru, Sikh, Responsibilities, Resurrection, 
Commitment, Values 
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Year Six – Progression of Religious Education 

Before embarking on this progression of skills children should be secure in all expectations of Key Stage One, Lower Key Stage Two and Year Five 

Thinking about religion and belief Pupils: Enquiring, investigating and interpreting  Beliefs and teachings (what people believe)  

o Use religious and philosophical terminology and 
concepts to explain religions, beliefs and value 

systems 
o Explain some of the challenges offered by the 

variety of religions and beliefs in the contemporary 
world 

o Explain the reasons for, reasons for, and effects of, 
diversity within and between religions, beliefs and 
cultures 
 

o Explain the influences on, and distinguish between, 
different viewpoints within religions and beliefs 

o Intepret religions and beliefs from different 
perspectives 

o Interpret the significance and impact of different 
forms of religious and spiritual expression 

o Make comparisons between the key beliefs, 
teachings and practices of the Christian faith and 

other faiths studied, using a wide range of 
appropriate language and vocabulary 

Practices and lifestyles (what people do)  Expression and language (how people express 

themselves) 

Identity and experience (making sense of who we 

are) 

o Explain in detail the significance of Christian 
practices, and those of other faiths studied, to the 
lives of individuals and communities 

o Compare the different ways in which people of 
faith communities express their faith 

o Discuss and express their views on some 
fundamental questions of identity, meaning, 
purpose and morality related to Christianity and 
other faiths 

 

Meaning and purpose (making sense of life)  Values and commitments (making sense of right 

and wrong) 

o Express their views on some fundamental questions 
of identity, meaning, purpose and morality related 
to Christianity and other faiths 

o Make informed responses to people's values and 
commitments (including religious ones) in the light 
of their learning. They will use different techniques 
to reflect deeply 
 

Vocabulary 

Celebrate, believe, special, prayer, festival, worship, God, Church, Mosque, Prophet, Muslim, Islam, Christian, Covenant, Guru, Sikh, Responsibilities, Resurrection, 
Commitment, Values 
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Religious Education Long-term Plan 

Year 

Group 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS Where do we live and 

who lives there?  

How do Christians 

celebrate Christmas?  

What can we see in our 

wonderful world?  

What makes a good 

helper?  

Who and what are 

special to us?  

 

KS1 Year 

A 

Which books and stories 
are special?  

How do we celebrate 
special events?  

What does it mean to 
belong to a Church or 
Mosque?  

How and why do we 
care for others?  

Who brought messages 
about God and what 
did they say?  

Who brought messages 
about God and what 
did they say?  

KS1 Year 

B 

How is new life 
welcomed?  

How is new life 
welcomed?  
  

How do we make good 
choices?  

How and why do we 
pray?  

What did Jesus teach 
and how did he live?  

How can we look after 
the planet?  

LKS2 Year 

A 

How do Jews 
remember God’s 
covenant with 
Abraham and Moses?  

How do Jews 
remember God’s 
covenant with 
Abraham and Moses?  

What do Christians 
believe about a good 
life?  

Who can inspire us?  
  

What does the creation 
story tell us?  
  

What is spirituality and 
how do people 
experience this?  

LKS2 Year 

B 

How are important 

events remembered?  

What faiths are shared 

in our country?  

How do the Five Pillars 

guide Muslims?  

How do the Five Pillars 

guide Muslims?  
  

Why are Gurus at the 

heart of Sikh belief and 
practice?  

Why are Gurus at the 

heart of Sikh belief and 
practice?  

UKS2 

Year A 

How does growing up 
bring responsibilities?  

How do Sikhs show 
commitment?  
  

What do Christians 
believe about Jesus’ 
death and 
resurrection?  
  
  
  

How do Jews 
remember the Kings 
and Prophets in worship 
and life?  

How do Jews 
remember the Kings 
and Prophets in worship 
and life?  

  

UKS2 

Year B 

Why are some journeys 
and places special?  

Should we forgive 
others?  
  

Should we forgive 
others?  
  

What values are shown 
in codes for living?  
  

What values are shown 
in codes for living?  
  

What do Christians 
believe about the old 
and new covenants?  

 


