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 Dear Parents  

HOME LEARNING – INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

As we reach the end of the first week of school closure, and with so much remaining 

uncertain, I write to update you with the latest developments relating to home learning for 

our children.  

On Friday 20th March, the last day of ‘proper’ school, we sent home with the children 

attending that day, learning activity packs.  For children who were not in school that day, 

many have since been collected from school. Where families were unable to collect, school 

staff, by arrangement with parents, have delivered directly to homes.  However, we still have 

a small number of packs remaining where we have not been able to contact a parent. If 

your child does not have a pack, please contact school and we will find a way to get one to 

you.  

Each learning pack given includes information, including how to access online content and 

resources. Initially the information in the packs was designed by teachers to last for 2 weeks.  

In addition to the Mathletics and TT Rock Stars which are educational maths accounts we 

subscribe to, the learning packs also include information about how parents can access an 

online class folder through Google Drive.  The teachers have uploaded the initial content to 

these class folders and will uploading more content for you to access for as long as this 

situation continues.  

We have planned that going forward each week teachers will upload new content during the 

course of each Tuesday and Friday. We are unable to be time specific with this, as teachers 

may be in school facilitating childcare or have home circumstances themselves which could 

make keeping to a designated upload time slot problematic but we try our best to upload as 

early as possible on these days.  

Tuesday Upload – Tuesday Check-In: This upload will be a message from the teacher to the 

children in the class that gives hints and tips as to how they can complete the learning tasks 

that have been provided for the week. This will begin Tuesday 31st March.  

Friday Upload – New Learning Content: New learning activities will be uploaded each Friday 

for the children in the class. Teachers have tried as much as they can to make the tasks open 

ended so a wide range of ability can access them. The next upload of new learning activity 

content will be Friday 3rd April.   

As a parent, you cannot have ever have possibly imagined that something like this 

pandemic would happen; that you would be suddenly be required to keep your children at 

home and in addition to that have a role in maintaining some sort of educational activity! 

We understand that this is hugely daunting for you. There are limitless problems and hurdles in 
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the way which will probably leave you feeling totally overwhelmed and anxious about how 

you will do this.  

Firstly, I would like to stress to parents that you cannot possibly replace the education your 

child would usually be receiving in school. Your relationship with your children is totally 

different to the relation between a child and a teacher. Even teachers say that teaching a 

full class of children in school is easy compared to trying to teach their own children at home.  

In light of this, we’ve put together some tips and things to bear in mind  – a survival guide if 

you like - as you tackle the difficult task of keeping your child at home and providing them 

with suitable and manageable activity:  

 All families are different.  What you can manage is likely to be different from what 

your neighbours/relations/friends are doing.  If you’re having to work from home and 

get young ones to learn that’s almost impossible. If you have multiple children all 

requiring your attention, including pre-school children, supporting each of them every 

day will also be demanding and very difficult. All of this is OK – you can only do, what 

you can do.  

 All families have different resources – some of you are now fighting over the 

laptop/tablet, some of you have wobbly internet connection – or non at all, some of 

you have a printer, many of you don’t.  Work with what you’ve got. We are working 

on coming up with a solution for those of you who are really struggling to get online. 

 Something is better than nothing.   

 If possible, try and stick to a routine.  Create a timetable.  Make it visible.  Stick it on 

the wall.  If you can keep to it great, if you only get some done, that’s fine too.  

 Everyday activities in the home can provide quality learning opportunities.  Don’t 

think making a cake, gardening or sewing on a button is irrelevant. These are all 

worthwhile learning opportunities you can do with your children.  

 You are not a teacher; you are not expected to teach the national curriculum as a 

teacher would in school. If you find some of the tasks difficult to understand- just try 

something else.  

 Try and include a mix of different activities.  A bit of formal stuff, a bit of art, a bit of 

reading, a bit of research project work, some physical exercise.  

 It’s OK to bribe them!  We call it ‘rewards’ or ‘incentives’ but it’s basically the same 

thing!  The trick is to plan it and make it  consistent and manageable: points for doing 

what is asked first time, building up to minutes of reward time; chores before snacks…  

 It’s OK for them to just ‘play’! 

Finally go easy on yourself. Home learning will do no good, for you and your family if it b rings 

huge amounts of stress to an already very stressful situation.  Although we do not know when, 

there will be an end to this, your children will go back to school and in time, learning lost will 

be addressed by schools. All children and schools are wil l have been affected and solutions 

will be found. So hang on in there, you can only do your best.  

Take care everyone. 

Miss A. Owen  

Headteacher  


