
History Progression of Skills & Knowledge  
 

 Year 1 

 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Chronological 

Knowledge 

and 

Understanding 

 

 Sequence events in their 

own lives.  

 Sequence ¾ artefacts 

from distinctly different 

times.  

 Use words and phrases to 

show the passing of time 

(old, new/young, days 

and months, when I was 

younger/before I was 

born, a long time ago, a 

very long time ago)  

 Use a timeline to place 

important events  

 Recognise and sequence 

photos etc. past and 

present in their own lives 

and other people’s lives.  

 Use words and phrases to 

show the passing of time 

(old, new/young, days 

and months, when I was 

younger/before I was 

born, a long time ago, a 

very long time ago) 

 Describe key events in 

their lives. Use a timeline to 

place the events. 

 Understand that a timeline 

can be divided into BC 

(Before Christ) and AD (Anno 

Domini) 

 Use a timeline to place 

several historical events in 

chronological order. 

 Use specialist words and 

phrases to place topics into 

different periods (century, 

decade, civilizations,  Stone 

Age, Anglo-Saxons, 

Egyptians, Invaders, settlers). 

 Understand more complex 

terms (eg BC/AD) 

 Divide recent history into 

present, using 21st century 

and the past using 19th and 

20th century. 

 Identify where the periods 

studied fit into a 

chronological framework 

(using a time line) note 

connections, trends and 

contrasts over the different 

times/periods. 

 Describe and document the main 

changes in a period of history 

(creating/using a timeline). 

 Know and sequence the key events 

of a time studied in Britain. 

 Make comparisons between 

different times in the past. 

 Begin to note connections, trends 

and contrasts over time. 

 Introduce and use appropriate 

vocabulary when describing the 

passing of  time (Reliability, primary, 

secondary source, bias, 

propaganda) 

 Identify links and changes across 

different periods and how these 

periods studied fit into a 

chronological framework by noting 

connections, trends and contrasts 

over time. 

 Understand how some historical 

events in different locations  

occurred concurrently with events in 

Britain . 

 Sequence up to 10 British historical 

events on a timeline (local and 

national). 

Knowledge of 

people, 

places and 

events 

 

 Recognise that their own 

lives are different from the 

lives of people in the past 

by describing some events 

and people from the past.  

 

 

 Use stories and sources to 

recount what happened 

during a significant event 

in history. 

 Look at evidence to 

explain reasons why 

people in the past may 

have acted in the way 

they did. 

 Describe the differences 

between then and now. 

 

 Find out about the every 

day lives of people in Britain 

in a time studied. 

 Use evidence to identify 

reasons for and the results of 

people’s actions. 

 Understand some of the 

ways in which people’s lives 

have shaped the nation. 

 

 Describe how Britain has 

influenced and been 

influenced by the wider 

world. 

 Use evidence to reconstruct 

life in a time studied. 

 Identify the key features and 

events of a time studied 

(plot on a timeline). 

 Look for the links and effects 

in time studied between 

Britain and the wider world. 

 Identify some social, cultural, 

religious and ethical diversities of 

societies in Britain. 

 Choose reliable sources to examine 

causes and results of great events 

and the impact on people. (Discuss 

any aspects of a lie found) 

 Describe how historical events 

studied affect/influence life today. 

 Understanding significant aspects of 

history, using key vocabulary to 

support (ancient civilisations, 

expansions and dissolutions of 

empires, characteristics, features of 

non-European societies 

achievements and the follies of 

mankind). 

 Know the key dates, characters and 

events of  time studied. 

 Find out about the beliefs, 

behaviours, and characteristics of 

people, recognising that not 

everyone shares the same views and 

feelings. 

 Compare the beliefs and behaviours 

of people in Britain at a certain time 

with a those in a different location 

around the world. 

 Write own/different explanation of a 

past event in terms of cause and 

effect using evidence to support and 

illustrate their explanation.  

Interpretation 

of History, 

Historical 

Enquiry and 

using sources 

 

 Look at books, videos, 

photographs, pictures and 

artefacts to find out about 

the past and use these 

sources to answer simple 

questions about the past. 

 

 Ask basic questions.  

 Use stories/legends set in 

the past to distinguish 

between factual and 

fictional elements.  

 

 Compare 2 versions of a 

past event. 

 Compare pictures of 

photographs of people or 

events in the past. 

 Discuss the reliability of 

photos/accounts/stories. 

 Ask questions and use the 

evidence to find plausible 

answers. 

 Use a range of sources to 

start devising historically 

valid questions about 

change, similarity and 

difference, cause and 

significance. 

 Distinguish between different 

sources-compare two 

different versions of the 

same story. 

 Identify some of the different 

ways the past can be 

represented. (artist’s 

pictures, museums displays, 

written sources etc). 

 Use evidence to build up a 

picture of past events. 

 Give reasons why there may 

be different accounts of 

history. 

 Begin to evaluate the 

usefulness of different 

sources. 

 Question and understand 

how our knowledge of the 

past is constructed from a 

range of different sources 

and that different versions of 

the past may exist-give 

possible reasons for this. 

 Understand that some evidence 

from the past is propaganda, 

opinion or misinformation and that 

this affects interpretations of history. 

 Give reasons why there may be 

different accounts of history. 

 Evaluate evidence to choose the 

most reliable forms. 

 Begin to identify primary and 

secondary sources. 

 Understand how evidence is used 

and why contrasting arguments 

and interpretation of the past have 

been constructed. 

 Link a range of sources to find out 

about an aspect of time past and 

explain how conclusions were 

arrived at.  

 Consider ways of checking the 

accuracy of interpretations, fact or 

fiction and opinion. 

 Recognise primary and secondary 

sources. 

 Give reasons why there might be 

different accounts of history and be 

aware that different evidence will 

lead to different conclusions. 

Constructing 

and recording 

evidence 

 

 Understand historical concepts and use them to make 

connections and draw contrasts.  

 Recall and select historical information.  

 Communicate their knowledge through:  

Discussion 

Drawing pictures  

Drama/role play 

Making models 

Writing 

Using ICT 

 

 Recall, select and organise historical information. 

 Understand historical concepts and use them to make connections 

and draw contrasts. 

 Communicate their knowledge and understanding through: 

Discussion 

Drawing pictures 

Drama/role play  

Making models 

Writing 

Using ICT 

 

 Select and organise information to produce structured work, making appropriate 

use of dates and terms. 

 Understand historical concepts and use them to make connections and draw 

contrasts. 

 Communicate their knowledge and understanding through: 

Discussion 

Drawing pictures 

Drama/role play 

Making models 

Writing 

Using ICT 

 

 

 


